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'Militant Islam' vs. 'Islamic Militancy'?

Klaus Hock
Al-Qaeda Jason Burke 2007-08-30 To most in the West, 'al-Qaeda' is seen as a byword for terror:
a deadly, highly organised fanatical group masterminded by Osama bin Laden. But does this tell
the whole truth? Prize-winning journalist Jason Burke has spent a decade reporting from the heart
of the Middle East and gaining unprecedented access to the world of radical Islam. Now, drawing
on his frontline experience of recent events in Iraq and Afghanistan, on secret documents and
astonishing interviews with intelligence officers, militants, mujahideen commanders and bin
Laden's associates, he reveals the full story of al-Qaeda - and demolishes the myths that underpin
the 'war on terror'. Burke demonstrates that in fact 'al-Qaeda' is merely a convenient label applied
by the West to a far broader - and thus more dangerous - phenomenon of Islamic militancy, and
shows how eradicating a single figure or group will do nothing to combat terrorism. Only by
understanding the true, complex nature of al-Qaeda, he argues, can we address the real issues
surrounding our security today.
Peace Psychology in Australia Diane Bretherton 2012-01-13 This book is a case study of the
development of peace psychology in Australia. While there is, in comparison to other countries,
relatively little overt violence, Australia the nation was founded on the dispossession of Indigenous
people, and their oppression continues today. Peace Psychology in Australia covers the most
significant issues of peace and conflict in the country. It begins with a review of conflict resolution
practices among Australia’s ancient Indigenous cultures and succinctly captures topics of peace
and conflict which the country has faced in the past 222 years since British settlement. The fast
population growth, thriving multiculturalism, leadership in international affairs and environmental
isolation make Australia a microcosm for the study of human conflicts and peace movements.
The Laws of Human Nature Robert Greene 2019-10-01 From the #1 New York Times-bestselling

author of The 48 Laws of Power comes the definitive new book on decoding the behavior of the
people around you Robert Greene is a master guide for millions of readers, distilling ancient
wisdom and philosophy into essential texts for seekers of power, understanding and mastery. Now
he turns to the most important subject of all - understanding people's drives and motivations, even
when they are unconscious of them themselves. We are social animals. Our very lives depend on
our relationships with people. Knowing why people do what they do is the most important tool we
can possess, without which our other talents can only take us so far. Drawing from the ideas and
examples of Pericles, Queen Elizabeth I, Martin Luther King Jr, and many others, Greene teaches
us how to detach ourselves from our own emotions and master self-control, how to develop the
empathy that leads to insight, how to look behind people's masks, and how to resist conformity to
develop your singular sense of purpose. Whether at work, in relationships, or in shaping the world
around you, The Laws of Human Nature offers brilliant tactics for success, self-improvement, and
self-defense.
Zealot Reza Aslan 2013-07-16 #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • “A lucid, intelligent pageturner” (Los Angeles Times) that challenges long-held assumptions about Jesus, from the host of
Believer Two thousand years ago, an itinerant Jewish preacher walked across the Galilee,
gathering followers to establish what he called the “Kingdom of God.” The revolutionary movement
he launched was so threatening to the established order that he was executed as a state criminal.
Within decades after his death, his followers would call him God. Sifting through centuries of
mythmaking, Reza Aslan sheds new light on one of history’s most enigmatic figures by examining
Jesus through the lens of the tumultuous era in which he lived. Balancing the Jesus of the Gospels
against the historical sources, Aslan describes a man full of conviction and passion, yet rife with
contradiction. He explores the reasons the early Christian church preferred to promulgate an

image of Jesus as a peaceful spiritual teacher rather than a politically conscious revolutionary. And
he grapples with the riddle of how Jesus understood himself, the mystery that is at the heart of all
subsequent claims about his divinity. Zealot yields a fresh perspective on one of the greatest
stories ever told even as it affirms the radical and transformative nature of Jesus’ life and mission.
Praise for Zealot “Riveting . . . Aslan synthesizes Scripture and scholarship to create an original
account.”—The New Yorker “Fascinatingly and convincingly drawn . . . Aslan may come as close
as one can to respecting those who revere Jesus as the peace-loving, turn-the-other-cheek, true
son of God depicted in modern Christianity, even as he knocks down that image.”—The Seattle
Times “[Aslan’s] literary talent is as essential to the effect of Zealot as are his scholarly and
journalistic chops. . . . A vivid, persuasive portrait.”—Salon “This tough-minded, deeply political
book does full justice to the real Jesus, and honors him in the process.”—San Francisco Chronicle
“A special and revealing work, one that believer and skeptic alike will find surprising, engaging,
and original.”—Jon Meacham, Pulitzer Prize–winning author of Thomas Jefferson: The Art of
Power “Compulsively readable . . . This superb work is highly recommended.”—Publishers Weekly
(starred review)
Terror in Our Time Ken Booth 2011-10-17 Written by two leading scholars, this book is an
accessible overview of the global political consequences of the 9/11 terror attacks. The War on
Terror has defined the first decade of this century. It has been marked by the deaths of thousands
of people, political turmoil, massive destruction, and intense fear. Regardless of the name it goes
under, the long war on terror will continue to affect lives across the world. Its catalyst, 9/11, did not
have to happen, nor did the character of the responses. This book offers a set of novel
interpretations of how we got here, where we are, and where we should be heading. It is organised
around twelve penetrating and readable essays, full of novel interpretations and succinct

summaries of complex ideas and events. In their examination of those aspects of global order
touched by terror, the authors argue that the dangers of international terrorism are not overblown.
Future 9/11s are possible: so is a more just and law-governed world. Terrorism cannot be
disinvented, but with more intelligent policies than have been on show these past ten years, it can
be overcome and made politically anachronistic. This book will be essential reading for all students
of terrorism studies, international security, war and conflict studies and IR in general, as well as of
much interest to well-informed lay readers.
The Rise of the Civilizational State Christopher Coker 2019-03-05 In recent years culture has
become the primary currency of politics – from the identity politics that characterized the 2016
American election to the pushback against Western universalism in much of the non-Western
world. Much less noticed is the rise of a new political entity, the civilizational state. In this
pioneering book, the renowned political philosopher Christopher Coker looks in depth at two
countries that now claim this title: Xi Jinping’s China and Vladimir Putin’s Russia. He also
discusses the Islamic caliphate, a virtual and aspirational civilizational state that is unlikely to fade
despite the recent setbacks suffered by ISIS. The civilizational state, he contends, is an idea
whose time has come. For, while civilizations themselves may not clash, civilizational states
appear to be set on challenging the rules of the international order that the West takes for granted.
China seems anxious to revise them, Russia to break them, while Islamists would like to throw
away the rule book altogether. Coker argues that, when seen in the round, these challenges could
be enough to give birth to a new post-liberal international order.
Latino and Muslim in America Harold D. Morales 2018-02-01 Latino and Muslim in America
examines how so-called "minority groups" are made, fragmented, and struggle for recognition. The
U.S. is poised to become the first nation whose collective minorities outnumber the dominant

population, and Latinos play no small role in this world-changing demographic shift. Even as many
people view Latinos and Muslims as growing threats, Latino Muslims celebrate their intersecting
identities in their daily lives and in their mediated representations. In this book, Harold D. Morales
follows the lives of several Latino Muslim leaders from the 1970's to the present, tracing their
efforts to organize and unify nationally in order to solidify the new identity group's place within the
public sphere. Drawing on four years of media analysis, ethnographic and historical research,
Morales demonstrates that Latinos embrace Islam within historically specific contexts that include
distinctive immigration patterns and new laws, urban spaces, and media technologies that have
increasingly brought Latinos and Muslims into contact. He positions this growing community as
part of the mass exodus out of the Catholic Church, the growth of Islam, and the digitization of
religion. Latino and Muslim in America explores the interactions between religion, race, and media
to conclude that these three categories are inextricably entwined.
Das Phänomen Krieg Ralph Rotte 2019-01-31 Dieses Buch zeichnet die Entwicklungsgeschichte
strategischen Denkens von Clausewitz bis zu den „neuen Kriegen“ des 21. Jahrhunderts nach.
Dabei verfolgt es eine doppelte Zielsetzung: Zum Einen soll der analytische Mehrwert
strategietheoretischer Beiträge in Bezug auf Erklärung und Analyse kriegerischer Gewalt sowie die
Erarbeitung von handlungsleitenden Strategien für Prävention und Bewältigung kriegerischer
Konflikte anhand exemplarischer Fallbeispiele demonstriert werden. Zum Anderen versteht sich
das Buch insgesamt als Plädoyer für eine strategische Perspektive als Grundlage staatlicher und
internationaler Sicherheitspolitik, die bisher trotz des offensichtlich vorhandenen Bedarfs an
strategischer Orientierung in Deutschland nur in unzureichendem Maße in der Debatte vertreten
ist.
Death by Black Hole: And Other Cosmic Quandaries Neil deGrasse Tyson 2007-11-17 "[Tyson]

tackles a great range of subjects…with great humor, humility, and—most important—humanity."
—Entertainment Weekly Loyal readers of the monthly "Universe" essays in Natural History
magazine have long recognized Neil deGrasse Tyson's talent for guiding them through the
mysteries of the cosmos with clarity and enthusiasm. Bringing together more than forty of Tyson's
favorite essays, Death by Black Hole explores a myriad of cosmic topics, from what it would be like
to be inside a black hole to the movie industry's feeble efforts to get its night skies right. One of
America's best-known astrophysicists, Tyson is a natural teacher who simplifies the complexities
of astrophysics while sharing his infectious fascination for our universe.
Starry Messenger Neil deGrasse Tyson 2022-09-20 Bringing his cosmic perspective to civilization
on Earth, Neil deGrasse Tyson shines new light on the crucial fault lines of our time—war, politics,
religion, truth, beauty, gender, and race—in a way that stimulates a deeper sense of unity for us
all. In a time when our political and cultural views feel more polarized than ever, Tyson provides a
much-needed antidote to so much of what divides us, while making a passionate case for the twin
chariots of enlightenment—a cosmic perspective and the rationality of science. After thinking
deeply about how science sees the world and about Earth as a planet, the human brain has the
capacity to reset and recalibrates life’s priorities, shaping the actions we might take in response.
No outlook on culture, society, or civilization remains untouched. With crystalline prose, Starry
Messenger walks us through the scientific palette that sees and paints the world differently. From
insights on resolving global conflict to reminders of how precious it is to be alive, Tyson reveals,
with warmth and eloquence, an array of brilliant and beautiful truths that apply to us all, informed
and enlightened by knowledge of our place in the universe.
The Fog of Peace Gabrielle Rifkind 2013-12-17 Institutions do not decide whom to destroy or to
kill, whether to make peace or war; those decisions are the responsibility of individuals. This book

argues that the most important aspect of conflict resolution is for antagonists to understand their
opponents, their ambitions, their pains. Gabrielle Rifkind and Giandomenico Pico present two very
different experiences of international relations – Rifkind as a psychotherapist now immersed in the
politics of the Middle East, and Picco as a career diplomat with a successful record as a negotiator
at the UN. Developing links between psychology and politics, the authors ask: should we talk to
the enemy? What happens if the protagonists are nasty and brutish, tempting policy-makers to
retaliate? How do nations find the capacity not to hit back, trapping themselves in endless cycles
of violence? Presenting a unique combination of psychological theories, geopolitical realities and
first-hand peace-making experience, this book sheds new light on some of the worst conflicts in
the modern world and demonstrates, above all, how empathy can often be far more persuasive
than the most fearsome weapons.
Beyond Fundamentalism Reza Aslan 2010-04-06 “A very persuasive argument for the best way to
counter jihadism” (The Washington Post) from the bestselling author of Zealot and host of Believer
The wars in the Middle East have become religious wars in which God is believed to be directly
engaged on behalf of one side against the other. The hijackers who attacked America on
September 11, 2001, thought they were fighting in the name of God. According to award-winning
writer and scholar of religions Reza Aslan, the United States, by infusing the War on Terror with its
own religiously polarizing rhetoric, is fighting a similar war—a war that can’t be won. Beyond
Fundamentalism is both an in-depth study of the ideology fueling militants throughout the Muslim
world and an exploration of religious violence in Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. At a time when
religion and politics increasingly share the same vocabulary and function in the same sphere,
Aslan writes that we must strip the conflicts of our world of their religious connotations and address
the earthly grievances that always lie at its root. How do you win a religious war? By refusing to

fight in one. Featuring new content and updated analysis • Originally published as How to Win a
Cosmic War “[A] thoughtful analysis of America’s War on Terror.” —The New Yorker “Offers a very
persuasive argument for the best way to counter jihadism.”—The Washington Post “[Reza] Aslan
dissects a complex subject (terrorism and globalization) and distills it with a mix of narrative
writing, personal anecdotes, reportage and historical analysis.”—San Francisco Chronicle “Aslan
is not only a perspicuous, thoughtful interpreter of the Muslim world but also a subtle psychologist
of the call to jihad.”—Los Angeles Times “[A] meaty analysis of the rise of Jihadism . . . dispels
common misconceptions of the War on Terror age.”—San Jose Mercury News “It is Aslan’s great
gift to see things clearly, and to say them clearly, and in this important new work he offers us a
way forward. He is prescriptive and passionate, and his book will make you think.”—Jon
Meacham, Pulitzer Prize–winning author of American Lion
Religion in Education Joyce Miller 2013 This volume explores numerous themes (including the
influence of ethnography on religious education research and pedagogy, the interpretive approach
to religious education, the relationship between research and classroom practice in religious
education), providing a critique of contemporary religious education and exploring the implications
of this critique for initial and continuing teacher education.
Nationalism and Islamism in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq Mohammad Salih Mustafa 2020-11-29
Exploring a new political phenomenon in the Middle East, this book studies the reconciliation of
nationalism and Islamism by Islamic political parties in the context of nation states. Islamism in
Kurdistan has become significantly framed by the politics of nationalism. Although the concept of
religious nationalism has been discussed substantially before, this work highlights a new brand of
religious nationalism that has emerged as a result of intertwining nationalism and Islamism. The
focus of this study is on the development of religious nationalism in the continuously tumultuous

region of the Middle East. The volume investigates whether Islamism in Kurdistan is limited by the
politics of nationalism – which is an accentuated example for the whole Middle East region. By
looking at the Kurdistan Islamic Union (KIU), the research studies Islamism in the Kurdistan
Region to elaborate on this new type of politics. This is essentially due to the absence of a
politically recognised nation state, which renders Kurds to be particularly susceptible to various
manifestations of nationalism. Offering an account on the spread of the Muslim Brotherhood in the
Kurdistan Region, this original research on Kurdish nationalism will be a key text for students and
researchers interested in nationalism, Islamism and Middle East politics.
Empires of Trust Thomas F. Madden 2008 MADDEN/EMPIRES OF TRUST
Competing Fundamentalisms Sathianathan Clarke 2017-03-29 Why do certain groups and
individuals seek to do harm in the name of God? While studies often claim to hold the key to this
frightening phenomenon, they seldom account for the crucial role that religious conviction plays,
not just in radical Islam, but also in the fundamentalist branches of the world's two other largest
religions: Christianity and Hinduism. As the first book to examine violent extremism in all three
religions together, Competing Fundamentalisms draws on studies in sociology, psychology,
culture, and economicswhile focusing on the central role of religious ideasto paint a richer portrait
of this potent force in modern life. Clarke argues that the forces of globalization fuel the aggression
of these movements to produce the competing feature of religious fundamentalisms, which have
more in common with their counterparts across religious lines than they do with the members of
their own religions. He proposes ways to deescalate religious violence in the service of
peacemaking. Readers will gain important insights into how violent religious fundamentalism works
in the world's three largest religions and learn new strategies for promoting peace in the context of

contemporary interreligious conflict.
Religion and Violence Dominic Arcamone 2016-02-25 The aim of Religion and Violence is to
engage dialectically key symbols of religiously motivated violence through the insights of Bernard
Lonergan. Sociologists and psychologists argue the link between religion and violence, but religion
is viewed more as part of the problem and not part of the solution to violence. Bernard Lonergan's
insights have helped the author arrive at a number of conclusions regarding the link between
religion and violence. He argues that there is a difference between distorted religion and genuine
religion, between authenticity and inauthenticity of the subject. Distorted religion has the capacity
to shape traditions in ways that justify violence, while genuine religion heals persons, helps them
make different moral decisions when confronted with situations of conflict, and aims to explore
new ways of understanding themselves as shaping history toward progress.
The Changing Face of Terrorism Benjamin Cole 2010-12-03 Chemical, Biological, Radiological
and Nuclear (CBRN), terrorism and the 'war on terror' are major features of international relations
and global concern. Terrorist threats and actual violence have become increasingly dangerous
and lethal since the 1970s. However, the attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon on
11 September 2001 heralded a new era in terrorist action and were the culmination of a terror
campaign against American targets world-wide. "The Changing Face of Terrorism" evaluates the
continuing threat and counter-measures since 9/11 and into the 21st century. It is a sober and
measured evaluation of the CBRN threat and argues that continuing terror attacks are inevitable
and the 'war on terror' will be a continuing feature in international politics and military action.
Benjamin Cole shows how effective counter-terrorist measures must be measured and based not
only on effective police and military intelligence and action but on careful evaluation of the politics,
motivations, scientific and technical abilities of groups - no terrorist group has made a nuclear

device - and religious and personal motivation.
Library Journal 2008
How to Win a Cosmic War Reza Aslan 2011-03-01 *Why do they hate us? An entire cottage
industry has arisen to answer this question. But what no one has really figured out is, who exactly
are they? Is it al-Qaeda? Islamic nationalists? The whole Muslim world? *HOW TO WIN A
COSMIC WAR lays out, for the first time, a comprehensive definition of the movement behind and
surrounding al-Qaeda and the like, a global ideology properly termed Jihadism. *Contrasting
twenty-first-century religious extremism across Christianity, Judaism and Islam with its historical
antecedents, Aslan demonstrates that while modern Jihadis may have legitimate social
grievances - the suffering of the Palestinians, American support for Arab dictators, the presence of
foreign troops in Muslim lands, to name a few - they have no real goals or actual agenda. *So,
what do the Jihadists want? Aslan's answer is: Nothing. The Jihadists have no earthly agenda;
they are fighting a metaphysical conflict, a theological war. And ever since 9/11, we have
unfortunately been fighting the same cosmic war, the war they want: the so-called 'War on Terror'.
*How do we win a Cosmic War? By refusing to fight in one. And in this stunning new work, Aslan
reveals surprising conclusions about how we can deal with this predicament.
No god but God (Updated Edition) Reza Aslan 2011-08-30 A fascinating, accessible introduction
to Islam from the #1 New York Times bestselling author of Zealot and host of Believer FINALIST
FOR THE GUARDIAN FIRST BOOK AWARD In No god but God, internationally acclaimed
scholar Reza Aslan explains Islam—the origins and evolution of the faith—in all its beauty and
complexity. This updated edition addresses the events of the past decade, analyzing how they
have influenced Islam’s position in modern culture. Aslan explores what the popular
demonstrations pushing for democracy in the Middle East mean for the future of Islam in the

region, how the Internet and social media have affected Islam’s evolution, and how the war on
terror has altered the geopolitical balance of power in the Middle East. He also provides an update
on the contemporary Muslim women’s movement, a discussion of the controversy over veiling in
Europe, an in-depth history of Jihadism, and a look at how Muslims living in North America and
Europe are changing the face of Islam. Timely and persuasive, No god but God is an elegantly
written account that explains this magnificent yet misunderstood faith. Praise for No god but God
“Grippingly narrated and thoughtfully examined . . . a literate, accessible introduction to
Islam.”—The New York Times “[Reza] Aslan offers an invaluable introduction to the forces that
have shaped Islam [in this] eloquent, erudite paean to Islam in all of its complicated glory.”—Los
Angeles Times Book Review “Wise and passionate . . . an incisive, scholarly primer in Muslim
history and an engaging personal exploration.”—The New York Times Book Review “Acutely
perceptive . . . For many troubled Muslims, this book will feel like a revelation, an opening up of
knowledge too long buried.”—The Independent (U.K.) “Thoroughly engaging and excellently
written . . . While [Aslan] might claim to be a mere scholar of the Islamic Reformation, he is also
one of its most articulate advocates.”—The Oregonian
Religion and the New Atheism 2010-06-14 This book brings together eminent and rising scholars
from religious studies, science, sociology of religion, sociology of science, philosophy, and
theology in order to engage the new atheism and place it in the context of broader debates in
these areas.
The Muslim World Book Review 2010
The Beast and Babylon J.B. Whitelaw-Stevens 2017-07-06 The Beast and Babylon answers some
age-old questions about the two symbolic entities featured in the book of Revelation. These
symbols have historically been typified as a revived Roman Empire, and its God-opposing

religious counterparts that rise up (in Europe), prior to the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. In
contrast, this informative and timely study reveals that the latter-day beast power rises out of not
one, but out of three defunct previous empires in the Middle East; knownvia Daniels metaphorsas
the lion, bear, and leopard kingdoms. It appears from Daniel 7:1112, that long after the last
manifestation of the Roman Empire is destroyed, these three dormant empires are revived for a
season and a time. During their rejuvenation, they reappear in Revelation 13 and 17 in the form of
a tripartite, seven-headed, political/religious beast power that emerges from the topographies of
the ancient Grecian (leopard), Persian (bear), and Babylonian (lion) kingdoms. Furthermore, these
combined territories encompass ten sovereign Islamic horn nations that were revealed after the
Ottoman Empire was abolished ninety-five years ago. Today, many of these Islamic nations
contain embedded terrorist groups whose fanatical Jihadist leaders are determined to resurrect a
radical pan-Islamic Caliphate, by which to establish Sharia law throughout the World. To achieve
these objectives, the latter-day nascent imperial beast powerin conjunction with ten like-minded
insurgent leadersmust initiate a global Jihad to incite war on the people of God, and conspire to
destroy a religious city called Mystery, Babylon the Great.
God Reza Aslan 2019-04-09 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • The bestselling author of Zealot
and host of Believer explores humanity’s quest to make sense of the divine in this concise and
fascinating history of our understanding of God. In Zealot, Reza Aslan replaced the staid, wellworn portrayal of Jesus of Nazareth with a startling new image of the man in all his contradictions.
In his new book, Aslan takes on a subject even more immense: God, writ large. In layered prose
and with thoughtful, accessible scholarship, Aslan narrates the history of religion as a remarkably
cohesive attempt to understand the divine by giving it human traits and emotions. According to
Aslan, this innate desire to humanize God is hardwired in our brains, making it a central feature of

nearly every religious tradition. As Aslan writes, “Whether we are aware of it or not, and regardless
of whether we’re believers or not, what the vast majority of us think about when we think about
God is a divine version of ourselves.” But this projection is not without consequences. We bestow
upon God not just all that is good in human nature—our compassion, our thirst for justice—but all
that is bad in it: our greed, our bigotry, our penchant for violence. All these qualities inform our
religions, cultures, and governments. More than just a history of our understanding of God, this
book is an attempt to get to the root of this humanizing impulse in order to develop a more
universal spirituality. Whether you believe in one God, many gods, or no god at all, God: A Human
History will challenge the way you think about the divine and its role in our everyday lives. Praise
for God “Timely, riveting, enlightening and necessary.”—HuffPost “Tantalizing . . . Driven by [Reza]
Aslan’s grace and curiosity, God . . . helps us pan out from our troubled times, while asking us to
consider a more expansive view of the divine in contemporary life.”—The Seattle Times “A
fascinating exploration of the interaction of our humanity and God.”—Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
“[Aslan’s] slim, yet ambitious book [is] the story of how humans have created God with a capital G,
and it’s thoroughly mind-blowing.”—Los Angeles Review of Books “Aslan is a born storyteller, and
there is much to enjoy in this intelligent survey.”—San Francisco Chronicle
God Reza Aslan 2017-11-07 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • The bestselling author of Zealot
and host of Believer explores humanity’s quest to make sense of the divine in this concise and
fascinating history of our understanding of God. In Zealot, Reza Aslan replaced the staid, wellworn portrayal of Jesus of Nazareth with a startling new image of the man in all his contradictions.
In his new book, Aslan takes on a subject even more immense: God, writ large. In layered prose
and with thoughtful, accessible scholarship, Aslan narrates the history of religion as a remarkably
cohesive attempt to understand the divine by giving it human traits and emotions. According to

Aslan, this innate desire to humanize God is hardwired in our brains, making it a central feature of
nearly every religious tradition. As Aslan writes, “Whether we are aware of it or not, and regardless
of whether we’re believers or not, what the vast majority of us think about when we think about
God is a divine version of ourselves.” But this projection is not without consequences. We bestow
upon God not just all that is good in human nature—our compassion, our thirst for justice—but all
that is bad in it: our greed, our bigotry, our penchant for violence. All these qualities inform our
religions, cultures, and governments. More than just a history of our understanding of God, this
book is an attempt to get to the root of this humanizing impulse in order to develop a more
universal spirituality. Whether you believe in one God, many gods, or no god at all, God: A Human
History will challenge the way you think about the divine and its role in our everyday lives. Praise
for God “Timely, riveting, enlightening and necessary.”—HuffPost “Tantalizing . . . Driven by [Reza]
Aslan’s grace and curiosity, God . . . helps us pan out from our troubled times, while asking us to
consider a more expansive view of the divine in contemporary life.”—The Seattle Times “A
fascinating exploration of the interaction of our humanity and God.”—Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
“[Aslan’s] slim, yet ambitious book [is] the story of how humans have created God with a capital G,
and it’s thoroughly mind-blowing.”—Los Angeles Review of Books “Aslan is a born storyteller, and
there is much to enjoy in this intelligent survey.”—San Francisco Chronicle
The Butterfly Mosque G. Willow Wilson 2011-04-13 The extraordinary story of a young North
American's conversion to Islam and her ensuing romance with an Egyptian man, The Butterfly
Mosque is a stunning articulation of a Westerner embracing the Muslim world After graduating
from university, Willow Wilson, a young American — and newly converted Muslim — impulsively
accepts a teaching position in Cairo. There, she meets Omar, a passionate young nationalist with
a degree in astrophysics. Omar introduces Willow to the bustling city, and through him she

discovers a young, moderate nationalist movement, a movement that both wants to divest itself of
western influence and regain cultural pride. When the two find themselves unexpectedly in love,
despite their deep cultural differences, they decide that they will try to forge a third culture, a new
landscape that will embrace some of each of their cultures, and give their fledgling romance some
hope of survival. Wilson weaves this engaging personal story with deep insights into faith in a
fractured world, and gives westerners rare insight into an important young reform movement.
Butterfly Mosque is an inspiring account of an unlikely cross-cultural love, and the moving story of
two young people working within the boundaries of contemporary religion and culture to forge a life
together against the odds.
Alpha David Philipps 2021-08-24 An “infuriating, fast-paced” (The Washington Post) account of the
Navy SEALs of Alpha platoon, the startling accusations against their chief, Eddie Gallagher, and
the courtroom battle that exposed the dark underbelly of America’s special forces—from a Pulitzer
Prize–winning reporter WINNER OF THE COLORADO BOOK AWARD • “Nearly impossible to put
down.”—Jon Krakauer, New York Times bestselling author of Where Men Win Glory and Into the
Wild In this “brilliantly written” (The New York Times Book Review) and startling account, Pulitzer
Prize–winning New York Times correspondent David Philipps reveals a powerful moral crucible,
one that would define the American military during the years of combat that became known as “the
forever war.” When the Navy SEALs of Alpha platoon returned from their 2017 deployment to Iraq,
a group of them reported their chief, Eddie Gallagher, for war crimes, alleging that he’d stabbed a
prisoner in cold blood and taken lethal sniper shots at unarmed civilians. The story of Alpha’s war,
both in Iraq and in the shocking trial that followed the men’s accusations, would complicate the
SEALs’ post-9/11 hero narrative, turning brothers-in-arms against one another and bringing into
stark relief the choice that elite soldiers face between loyalty to their unit and to their country. One

of the great stories written about American special forces, Alpha is by turns a battlefield drama, a
courtroom thriller, and a compelling examination of how soldiers define themselves and live with
the decisions in the heat of combat.
Love Over Fear Dan White Jr 2019 Aren't Christians supposed to be the loving ones? Whether
you're watching the news or scrolling through your news feed, you'll encounter fear. We're scared
of terrorists, criminals, and the other side of the aisle. We're scared for our children. We're scared
of each other. And all the while divisions grow. But enough is enough. It's time to fight our battles
the way Jesus fought his--with confounding, disruptive, world-changing LOVE. Love Over Fear is a
thought-provoking guide to conquering fear with love in the age of polarization. Dan White Jr. will:
show you how and why fear works and how to combat it demonstrate the power of self-emptying
love in a world of hate teach you how to walk in love when it's complicated, messy, and seemingly
impossible We are the one's called to love even our enemies. Isn't it time we started living like it?
Tablet & Pen: Literary Landscapes from the Modern Middle East (Words Without Borders) Reza
Aslan 2011 Presents a collection of short stories, memoirs, essays, and poems by both
contemporary and historical Middle Eastern authors from such countries as Morocco, Iran, Iraq,
Turkey, and Pakistan.
No God But God Reza Aslan 2012-08-14 Examines the rituals and traditions of Islam, and
discusses the revelation of Muhammad as Prophet and the subsequent uprising against him and
the emergence of his successors.
Mawlana Mawdudi and Political Islam Roy Jackson 2010-10-04 Mawlana Mawdudi was one of the
most influential and important Islamic thinkers of the modern world, whose brand of political Islam
has won widespread acceptance in South and South East Asia as well as the Middle East. He was
not only an Islamic scholar, but also a journalist and political activist who founded the Jama’at-i-

Islami, which has subsequently influenced the development of many Islamic movements and
parties throughout the Muslim world. This book is the first to critically engage and assess his
career and legacy within the wider context of political Islam. It includes coverage of his early life
and influences, and examines his considerable influence in the contemporary Islamic world. The
issues that were a concern for Mawdudi and continue to have resonance for our world today
include such questions as the role of women in Islam, the possibilities for democracy in an Islamic
state, the importance of jihad, and the moral and religious responsibility of the individual. Whilst
focus is on Mawdudi’s life and writings, this is placed within the wider context of topical, often
contentious, Islamic thought. Providing an up-to-date and detailed critical study of Mawlana
Mawdudi and many issues surrounding political Islam both in his time and today, this book will be
an important text for scholars of Islamic Studies, Political Science and Philosophy.
The Road to Unfreedom Timothy Snyder 2018 Prologue -- Individualism or totalitarianism -Succession or failure -- Integration or empire -- Novelty or eternity -- Truth or lies -- Equality or
oligarchy -- Epilogue
Roots Of Religious Extremism, The: Understanding The Salafi Doctrine Of Al-wala' Wal Bara' Bin
Ali Mohamed 2015-09-14 One of the issues in contemporary Islamic thought which has attracted
considerable attention amongst Muslim scholars and within the Muslim community is the valid and
appropriate attitude of Muslims to relationships with non-Muslims. A major source of confusion and
controversy with regards to this relationship comes from the allegation that Muslims must reserve
their love and loyalty for fellow Muslims, and reject and declare war on the rest of humanity —
most acutely seen through the Islamic concept of Al-Wala' wal Bara' (WB) translated as “Loyalty
and Disavowal”, which appears to be central in the ideology of modern Salafism.This book
investigates the dynamics and complexities of the concept of WB within modern Salafism and

aims to understand the diverse interpretation of this concept; and how modern Salafis understand
and apply the concept in contemporary religious, social and political settings. The book discovers
that the complexities, diversities and disputes surrounding the concept in modern Salafism often
revolve around issues of social, political and current realities.The significance of this book lies in
the fact that comprehending modern Salafis' conception of WB, its realities and complexities has
become an urgent priority in the lives of Muslims today.
Space Chronicles: Facing the Ultimate Frontier Neil deGrasse Tyson 2012-02-27 “A compelling
appeal, at just the right time, for continuing to look up.”—Air & Space America’s space program is
at a turning point. After decades of global primacy, NASA has ended the space-shuttle program,
cutting off its access to space. No astronauts will be launched in an American craft, from American
soil, until the 2020s, and NASA may soon find itself eclipsed by other countries’ space programs.
With his signature wit and thought-provoking insights, Neil deGrasse Tyson—one of our foremost
thinkers on all things space—illuminates the past, present, and future of space exploration and
brilliantly reminds us why NASA matters now as much as ever. As Tyson reveals, exploring the
space frontier can profoundly enrich many aspects of our daily lives, from education systems and
the economy to national security and morale. For America to maintain its status as a global leader
and a technological innovator, he explains, we must regain our enthusiasm and curiosity about
what lies beyond our world. Provocative, humorous, and wonderfully readable, Space Chronicles
represents the best of Tyson’s recent commentary, including a must-read prologue on NASA and
partisan politics. Reflecting on topics that range from scientific literacy to space-travel missteps,
Tyson gives us an urgent, clear-eyed, and ultimately inspiring vision for the future.
Tertiary Language Teacher-Researchers Between Ethics and Politics Chantal Crozet 2020-02-05
Bringing together a range of perspectives from tertiary language and culture teachers and

researchers, this volume highlights the need for greater critical engagement with the question of
language teacher identity, agency and responsibility in light of an ever changing global sociopolitical and cultural landscape. The book examines the ways in which various moral, ethical, and
ideological dimensions increasingly inform language teaching practice for tertiary modern/foreign
language teachers, both collectively as a profession but also at the individual level in everyday
classroom situations. Employing a narrative inquiry research approach which combines brief
autobiographical reflections with semi-structured interview data, the volume provides a
comprehensive portrait of the processes ten teacher-researchers in Australia working across five
different languages engage in as they seek to position themselves more purposefully within a
critical, political and ethical framework of teaching practice. The book will serve as a springboard
from which to promote greater understanding and discussion of the impact of globalisation and
social justice corollaries within the field, as well as to mediate the gap between language teaching
theory and practice, making this key reading for graduate students and researchers in intercultural
communication, language teaching, and language teacher education.
God at War Mark Juergensmeyer 2020-05-05 For decades, Mark Juergensmeyer has been
studying the rise of religious violence around the world, including groups like ISIS and Christian
militias that have been involved in acts of terrorism. Over the years he came to realize that war is
the central image in the worldview of virtually every religious movement engaged in violent acts.
Behind the moral justification of using violence are images of great confrontations of war on a
transcendent scale. God at War explores the dark attraction between religion and warfare. Virtually
every religious tradition leaves behind it a bloody trail of stories, legends, and images of war, and
most wars call upon the divine for blessings in battle. This book finds the connection between
religion and warfare in the alternative realities created in the human imagination in response to

crises both personal and social. Based on the author's thirty years of field work interviewing
activists involved in religious-related terrorist movements around the world, this book explains why
desperate social conflict leads to images of war, and why invariably God is thought to be engaged
in battle.
Battlefield of the Future - 21st Century Warfare Issues Lawrence Grinter 2012-08-01 This is a
book about strategy and war fighting. It contains 11 essays which examine topics such as military
operations against a well-armed rogue state, the potential of parallel warfare strategy for different
kinds of states, the revolutionary potential of information warfare, the lethal possibilities of
biological warfare and the elements of an ongoing revolution in military affairs. The purpose of the
book is to focus attention on the operational problems, enemy strategies and threat that will
confront U.S. national security decision makers in the twenty-first century.
Sufis, Salafis and Islamists Sadek Hamid 2016-03-23 British Muslim activism has evolved
constantly in recent decades. What have been its main groups and how do their leaders compete
to attract followers? Which social and religious ideas from abroad are most influential? In this
groundbreaking study, Sadek Hamid traces the evolution of Sufi, Salafi and Islamist activist groups
in Britain, including The Young Muslims UK, Hizb ut-Tahrir, the Salafi JIMAS organisation and
Traditional Islam Network. With reference to second-generation British Muslims especially, he
explains how these groups gain and lose support, embrace and reject foreign ideologies, and
succeed and fail to provide youth with compelling models of British Muslim identity. Analyzing
historical and firsthand community research, Hamid gives a compelling account of the complexity
that underlies reductionist media narratives of Islamic activism in Britain.
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